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_Betovep Saints :—My subject is the dead; on the decease of our 
Brother Follett, who was crushed to death in a well ; I have been requested 
to speak, by his friends and relatives, and inasmuch as there are a great 
many in this congregation who live in this city, as well as elsewhere, and 
who have lost friends, I feel disposed to speak on the subject in general, 
and offer you my ideas so far as I have ability, and so far as I shall be in- 
spired by the Holy Spirit to dwell on this subject. I want your prayers 
and faith, the instruction of Almighty God and the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
that I may set forth things that are true, that can easily be comprehended, 
and shall carry the testimony to your hearts; pray that the Lord may 
strengthen my lungs, stay the winds and let the — of the saints to 
heaven appear that they may enter into the ear of the Lord of Sabbaoth ; for 
the effectual prayers of righteous men availeth much, and I verily believe 
that your prayers shall be heard before I enter into the investigation fully 
of the subject that is laying before me. Before entering fully into, the inves- 
tigation, I wish to pave the way : I will make a few preliminaries, in order 
that you may understand the subject when I come to it. I do not calculate 
to please your ears with superfluity of words or oratory, or with much 
learning ; but I calculate to edify you with the simple truths from heaven. 
In the first place, I wish to go back to the beginning of creation ; there is 
the starting point, in order to be fully acquainted with the mind, purposes, 
decrees, &c., of the gieat Eloheim, that sits in yonder heavens, it 1s neces- 
sary for us to have an understanding of God himselt in the beginning. If 
we start right, it is easy to go right all the time ; but if we start wrong, it 
is a hard magter to get right. ere are a very few beings in the world 
who understand rightly “the character of God. They do not comprehend 
anything, that which is past, or that which is to come ; and consequently, 
but lite above the brute beast. Ifa man learns nothing more than to eat, 
drink, sleep, and does not comprehend any of the designs of God, the beast 
comprehends the same thing ; it eats, drinks, sleeps, knows nothing more ; 
yet knows as much as we, unless we are able to comprehend by the inspira- 
tion of Almighty God. I want to go back to the beginning, and so lift 
your minds into a more lofty sphere, a more exalted understandjng, than 
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what the human mind generally understands. I want to ask this eongrega- 
tion, every man, woman and child, to answer the question in their own 
heart, what kind of a being is God? Ask yourselves. I again repeat the 
question, what kind of a being is God? Does any man or woman know ? 
have any of you seen him, heard him, communed with him? Here is the 
question that will peradventure from this time henceforth or your 
attention. The apostle says this is eternal life, to know God and Jesus 
Christ, whom he has sent. If any man enquire what kind of a being is God, 
if he will search diligently his own heart, if the declaration of the apostle be 
true, he will realize that he has not eternal life, there can be eternal life on 
no other principle. My first object is, to find out the character of the only 
wise and true God, and if I should be the man to comprehend God, and 
explain or convey the principles to your hearts so that the spirit seals it 
upon you, let every man and woman henceforth put their hand on their 
mouth and never say anything against te man ofGod again ; but if I fail, 
it becomes my duty to renounce all my pretensions to revelations, inspira- 
tions, &c., and if all are pretensions to God, they will all be as.bad off”, as I 
am at any rate. ‘There is not a man but would breathe out an anathema, 
if they knew I was a false prophet ; and some would feel authorised to take 
away my life. If any man is authorised to take away my life, who says I 
am a false teacher ; then upon the same principle am I authorised to take 
away the life of every false teacher, and where would be the end of blood, 
and who would not be the sufferer. But no man is authorised to take away 
life in consequence of their religion ; which all laws and governments ought 
to tolerate, right or wrong. If I show verily, that I have the truth of God, 
and show that ninety-nine out of a hundred are false teachers, while they 
pretend to hold the keys of God, and to kill them because they are false 
teachers, it would deluge the whole world with blood. I want you all to 
know God, to be familiar with him, and if I can bring you to him, all per- 
secutions against me will cease ; you will know that I am his servant, br I 
speak as one having authority. What sort ofa being was God in the begin- 
ning ? Open your ears and hear all ye ends of the earth ; for I am going 
to prove it to you by the Bible, and I am going to tell you the designs of 
God to the human race, and why he interferes with the affairs of man. 

First, God himself, who sits enthroned in yonder heavens, is a man like 
unto one of yourselves, that is the great secret. Ifthe veil was rent to-day, 
and the Great God, who holds this world in its orbit, and upholds all things 
by his power ; if you were to see him to-day, you would see him in all the 
person, image and very form as a man ; for Adam was created in the ve 
fashion and image of God ; Adam received instruction, walked, talked and 
conversed with him, as one man talks and communes with another. 

In order to understand the subject of the dead, for the consolation of those 
who mourn for the loss of their friends, it is necessary they should under- 
stand the character and being of God, for I am going to you God 
came to be God. We have imagined that God was God from all @ternity. 
These are incomprehensible ideas to some, but they are the simple and first 
principles of the gospel, to know for a certainty the character of God, that 
we may converse with him as one man with another, and that God himself, 
the Father of us all dwelt on an earth the same as Jésus Christ himself did, 
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and I will show it from the Bible. I wish I had the trump of an archangel, 
I could tell the story in such a manner that persecution would cease forever ; 
what did Jesus say ? (Mark it Elder Rigdon ;) Jesus said, as the Father 
hath power in himself, even so hath the Son power; to do what? why 
what the Father did, that answer is obvious, in a manner to lay down his 
body and take it up again. Jesus what are you going to do? To lay down 
my life, as my Father did, and take it up again. If you do not. believe it, 
you do not believe the Bible ; the scriptures say it, and I defy all the learn- 
ing and wisdom, all the combined powers of earth and hell together, to 
refute it. Here then is eternal life, to know the only wise and true God. 
You have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves ; to be kings and priests 
to God, the same as all Gods have done ; by going from a small degree to 
another, from grace to grace, from exaltation to exaltation, until you are 
able to sit in glory as doth those who sit enthroned ‘in everlasting power ; 
and 1 want you to know that Goci in the last days, while certain individuals 
are proclaiming his name, is not trifling with you or me ; it is the first prin- 
ciples of ¢ ation. How consoling to the mourner, when they are called 
to part with a husband, wife, father, mother, child or dear relative, to know 
that although the earthly tabernacle shall be dissolved, that they shall rise 
in immortal glory, not to sorrow, suffer or die any more, but they shall be 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. What is it? to inherit the 
same power and the same exaltation, until you ascend the throne of eternal 

wer the same as those who are before. What did Jesus do? why 

do the things I saw my Father do when worlds came rolling into existence. 
I saw my Father work outshis kingdom with fear and trembling, and I must 
do the same ; and when I get seni I shall present it to my Father, 
so that he obtains kingdom upon kingdom, and it will exalt his glory, so 
that Jesus treads in his tracks to inherit what God did before ; it is plain 
beyond disputation, and you thus learn some of the first principles of the 
gospel, about which so much hath been said. When you climb a ladder, 
you must begin at the bottom and go on until you learn the last principle ; 
it will be a great while before you Seve learned the last. Itis not all to 
be comprehended in this world ; it is a great thing to learn salvation beyond 


the grave. I suppose I am not allowed to go into an investigation of any 


thing that is not contained in the Bible, and I think there are so many wise 
men here, who would put me to death for treason ; so I shall turn commen- 
tator to-day ; I shall comment on the very first Hebrew word in the Bible ; 
I will make a comment on the very first sentence of the history of creation 
in the Bible, Eeroshewt. 1 want to analyze the word ; baith, in, by, through, 
in, and every thing else. Rosh, the head, Sheit, grammatical termination. 
When the inspired man wrote it, he did not put the baitA there. A man, 
a Jew witheut any authority, thought it too bad to begin to talk about the 
head. It read first, “ The head one of the Gods brought forth the Gods,” 
that is the true meaning of the words. Baurau, signifies to bring forth. 
If you do not believe it, you do not believe the learned man of God. No 
man can learn you more than what I have told you. Thus the head God 
brought forth the Gods in the grand council. I will simplify it in the English 
l e. Oh ye lawyers! ye doctors! who have persecuted me ; I want 
to let you know that the Holy Ghost knows something as well as you do. 
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The head God called together the Gods, and sat in grand council. The 
grand counsellors sat in yonder heavens, and contemplated the creation of 
the worlds that were created at that time. When I say doctors and lawyers, 
I mean the doctors and lawyers of the scripture. I have done so hitherto 
to let the lawyers flutter, and every body laugh at them. Some learned 
doctor might ,take a notion to say, the scriptures say thus and so, and are 
not to be altered, and I am going to show you an error. I have an old 
book of the New Testament in the Hebrew, Latin, German and Greek. I 
have been reading the German and find it to be the most correct, and it 
corresponds nearest to the revelations I have given for the last fourteen 
years. It tells about Jachoboy the son of Zebedee ; it means Jacob ; in 
the English New Testament it is James. Now if Jacob had the keys, you 
might talk about James through all eternity, and never get the keys. In 
the 21st verse of the fourth chapter of Matthew, it gives the word Jacob 
instead of James. How cin we escape ihe damnation of hell except God 
reveal to us ; men bind us. with chains ; Latin says Jachabod means Jacob ; 
Hebrew says it means Jacob ; Greek says Jacob ; German says Jacob. | 
thank God I have got this book, and thank him more for the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. I have got the oldest book in the world, but [ have got the 
oldest book in my heart. I have all the four testaments, come here ye 
learned men, and read if you can. I should not have introduced this testi- 
mony were it not to back up the word Kosh, the head, Father of the Gods. 
I should not have brought it up only to show that I am right. When we 
begin to learn in this way, we bella to learn the only true God, and what 
kind of a being we have got to worship. When we know how to come to 
him, he begins to unfold the heavens to us and tell us all about it. When 
we are ready to come to him, he is ready to come to us. Now [ ask all the 
learned men who hear me, why the learned men who are preaching salva- 
tion say, that God created the heavens and the earth out of nothing? and 
the reason is they are unlearned ; they account it blasphemy to contradict 
the idea, they will call youa fool. I know more than all the world put 
together, and the Holy Ghost within me comprehends more than all the 
world, and I will associate with it. The word create came from the word 
baurau ; it does not mean so; it means to organize ; the same as a man 
would organize a ship. Hence we infer that God had materials to organize 
the world out of chaos ; chaotic matter, which is element, and in which 
dwells all the glory. Element had an existence from the time he had. The 
pure principles of element, are principles that can never be destroyed. They 
wer f be organized and re-organized ; but not destroyed. 

have another subject to dwell upon and it is impossible for me to say 
much, but I shall just touch upon them ; for time will not permit me to 
say all ; so I must come to the resurrection of the dead, the soul, the mind 
of man, the immortal spirit. All men say God created it in the beginning. 
The very idea Jessens man in my estimation ; I do not believe the doctrine, 
I know better. Hear it all ye ends of the world, for God has told me so. 
I will make a man appear a fool before I get through, if you don’t believe 
it. I am going to tell of things more noble—we say that God himself is a 
self existing God ; who told you so ? it is correct enough, but how did it 
get into your heads? Who told you that man did not exist in like manner 
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upon the same principles ? (reférs to the old Bible,) how does it read in the 
Hebrew? It don’t say so in the Hebrew, it says God made man out of the 
earth, and put in to him Adam’s A soe and so became a living body. 

The mind of man is as immortal as God himself. I know that my testi- 
mony is true, hence when I talk to these mourners ; what have they lost, 
they are only separated from their bodies for a short season ; their spirits 
existed co-equal with God, and they now exist in a place where they con- 
verse together, the same as we do on the earth. Is it logic to say that a 
spirit is immortal, and yet have a beginning? Because if a spirit have a 
beginning it will have an end ; good logic. I want to reason more on the 
spirit of man, for I am dwelling on the body of man, on the subject of the 
dead. I take my ring from my finger and liken it unto the mind of man, 
the immortal spirit, because it has no beginning. wo ou cut it in 
two ; but as the Lord lives there would be an end. the fools, learned 
and wise men, from the beginning of creation, who say that man had a begin- 
ning, proves that he must have an end and then the doctrine of annihilation 
would be true. But, if I am right I might with boldness proclaim from the 
house tops, that God never did have power to create the spirit of man at all. 
God himself could not create himself: intelligence exists upon a self exis- 
tent principle, it is a spirit from age to age, and there is no creation about it. 
All the spirits that God ever sent into the world are susceptible of enlarge- 
ment. The first principles of man are self existent with God ; that God 
himself finds himself in the midst of spirits and glory, because he was greater 
and because he saw proper to institute laws, jon sy Boos rest could have a 
privilege to advance like himself, that they might have one glory upon 
another, in all that knowledge, power, and glory, &c., in order to save the 
world of spirits. I know that when I tell you these words of eternal life, 
that are given to me, I know you taste it and I know you believe it. You 
say honey is sweet and so do I. I can also taste the spirit of eternal life ; 
I know it is good, and when I tell you of these things, that were given me 
by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, you are bound to receive it as sweet, and 
I rejoice more and more. 

I want to talk more of the relation of man to God. 1 will open your 
eyes in relation to your dead ; all things whatsoever God of his infinite 
wisdom has seen proper to reveal to us, while we are dwelling in mortality, 
in regard to our mortal bodies, are revealed to us in the abstract and inde- 
pendant of affinity of this mortal tabernacle ; but are revealed to us as if we 
had no bodies at all, and those revelations which will save our dead will 
save our bodies ; and God reveals them to us in view of no eternal dissolu- 
tion of the body ; hence the responsibility, the awful responsibility, that 
rests upon us in relation to our dead: for all the spirits who have not 
obeyed the gospel in the flesh, must either obey the gospel or be damned. 
Solemn thought, dreadful thought. Is there nothing to be done ; no salva- 
tion for our fathers and friends who have died and not obeyed the decrees 
of the Son of Man? Would to God that I had forty days and nights to tell 
you all, I would let you know that I am not a fallen prophet. hat kind 
of characters are those who can be saved although their bodies are decaying 
in the grave ? When his commandments teach us, it is in view of eternity. 
The greatest responsibility in this world that God has laid upon us, is to 
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seek after our dead. The apostle says, they without us cannot be made 
perfect. Now I will speak of them: I say to you Paul, you cannot be 
perfect without us ; it is necessary that those who are gone before, and those 
who come after us should have salvation in common with us, and thus hath 
God made it obligatory to man. Hence God said he should send Elijah, 
&c. ; I have a declaration to make as to the provisions which God «hath 
made to suit the conditions of man ; made from before the foundation of 
the world. What has Jesus said? All sins and all blasphemies, every 
transgression except one, that man can be guilty of, there is a salvation for 
him either in this world or the world to come. Hence God hath made a 
provision, that every spirit in the eternal world can be ferretted out and 
saved, unless he has committed that unpardonable sin, which cannot be re- 
mitted to him. That God has wrought out a salvation for all men, unless 
they have committed a certain sin. 4 we man who has got a friend in the 
eternal world who can save him unless he has committed the unpardonable 
sin, and so you can se; how far you can be a savior. A man cannot commit 
the unpardonable sin after the oe ution of the body, and there is a way 
possible for escape. Knowledge saves a man, and in the world of spirits a 
man cannot be exalted but by knowledge; so long as a man will not give 
heed to the commandments, he must abide without salvation. A man is his 
own tormentor, and is his own condemner: hence the saying they shall go 
into the lake that burns with fire and brimstone. The torment of the mind 
of man is as exquisite as a lake burning with fire and brimstone—so is the 
torment of the mind of man. I know the scriptures; I understand them. 
I said no man can commit the unpardonable sin after the dissolution of the 
body, but they must do it in this world: hence the salvation of Jesus Christ 
was wrought out for all men in order to triumph over the devil : for if it did 
not catch him in one place, it would in another, for he stood up as a Saviour. 

The contention in heaven was, Jesus said there would be certain souls 
that would not be saved, and the devil said he could save them all ; the 
grand council gave in for Jesus Christ ; so the devil rebelled against God 
and fell, and all who put up their heads for him. All sins shall be forgiven 
except the sin against the Holy Ghost : after a man has sinned against the 
Holy Ghost there is no repentance for him, he has got to say that the sun 
does not shine, while he sees it, he has got to deny Jesus Christ when the 
heavens were open to him, and from that time they begin to be enemies, 
like many of the apostates of the church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
When a man begins to be an enemy, he hunts me. They seek to kill‘me ; 
they thirst for my blood ; they never cease. He has the same spirit that 
they had who crucified the Lord of Life ; the same spirit that sins against 
the Holy Ghost. You cannot bring them to repentance. Awful is the con- 
sequence. I advise all of you to be careful what you do, you may by and 
bye find out that you have been deceived. Stay yourselves, do not give 
way. You may find out that some one has laid a snare for you. Be 
cautious; await! When you find a spirit that wants bloodshed, murder, 
the same is not of God, but is of the devil. Out of the abundance of the heart 
man speaketh. The man that tells you words of life, is the man that can 
save you. I warn you against all evil characters, who sin against the Holy 
Ghost, for there is no redemption for them in this world, or in the world 
to come. 
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I can enter into the mysteries ; I can enter largely into the eternal worlds ; 
for Jesus said, in my Father’s house there are many mansions, &c. There 
is one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and another glory of the 
stars, &c. We have reason to have the greatest hope and consolations for our 
dead, we have aided them in the first principles; for we have seen them 
walk in our midst, and seen them sink asleep in the arms of Jesus. And 
hence is the glory of the sun. ‘ou mourners have occasion‘ to rejoice : 
(speaking of the death of Elder King Follett,) for your husband is gone to 
wait until the resurrection ; and your expectations and hope are far above 
what man can conceive : for why has God revealed it to us? I am autho- 
rised to say by the authority of the Holy Ghost that you have no occasion 
to fear, for he is gone to the home of the just. Don’t mourn; don’t weep. 
I know it by the testimony of the Holy Ghost that is within me. Rejoice 
O Israel ! your friends shall triumph gloriously, while their murderers shall 
welter for ages. I say this for the benefit of strangers. I have a father, 
brothers, and friends who are gone to a world of spirits. They are onl 
absent for a moment ; they arc in the spirit, and when we depart we shall 
hail our mothers, fathers, Riends, and all whom we love. ‘There will be no 
fear of mobs, &c., but all will be an eternity of ey Mothers you shall 
have your children, for they shall have eternal life ; for their debt is paid, 
there is no damnation awaits them, for they are in the spirit. As the child 
dies, so shal] it rise from the dead and be forever living in the learning of 
God, it shall be the child, the same as it was before it died out of your arms. 
Children dwell and exercise power iu the same form as they laid them down. 
The baptism of water without the baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost atten- 
ding it is of no use ; they are necessary. He must be born of water and 
the spirit in order to get into the kingdom of God. 

In the German, the text bears me out the same as the revelations which 
I have given for the last fourteen years. I have the testimony to put in 
their teeth ; my testimony has been true all the time. You will it in 
the declaration of John the Baptist, (reads from the German,) John says I 
baptize you with water, but when Jesus comes, who has the power, he shall 
administer the baptism of fire, and the Holy Ghost. Great God !—Where 
is now all the sectarian world ? and if this testimony is true, they are all 
damned as clearly as anathema can do it. I know the text is true. I call 
upon all you Germans, who know that it is true, to say aye. (loud shouts of 
aye.) Alexander Campbell, how are you going to save them with water 

one? For John said his baptism was nothing without the baptism of Jesus 
Christ. There is one God, one Father, one Jesus, one hope of our calling, 
one baptism—all these three baptisms only make one. I have the tru 
‘and am at the defiance of the world to contradict me, if they can. I have 
now preached a little Latin, a little Hebrew, Greek and German, and I 
have fulfilled all. 1 am not so big a tool as many have taken me to be. 
The Germans know that I read the German correct. 

Hear it all ye ends of the earth—all ye sinners, repent ! repent! turn to 
God, for your religion wont save you, and you will be damned ; I do not 
say how long ; but those who sin against the Holy Ghost cannot be forgiven 
in this world, or in the world to come ; they shall die the second death ; 
as they concoct scenes of bloodshed in this world so they shall rise to that 
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resurrection, which is as the lake of fire and brimstone : some shall rise to 
a the everlasting burning of God, and some shall rise to the damnation of 
: their own filthiness—as exquisite as the lake of fire and brimstone. 
o I have intended my remarks to all; both rich and poor, bond and free, 
a great and small, I have no enmity against any man. I love you all. I am 
Wa your best friend, and if persons miss their mark, it is their own fault. If I 
| reprove a man and he hates me, he is a fool, for I love all men, especially 
g these my brethren and sisters. I rejoice in bearing the testimony of m 
) §-—”—soageed friends. You never knew my heart ; no man knows my history ; 
| cannot tell it. I shall never undertake it ; if I had not experienced what I 
have I should not have known it myself. I never did harm any man since 
I have been born in the world. My voice is alwavs for peace, I cannot lie 
down until all my work is finished. I never think any evil, nor any thing to 
the harm of my fellow man. When I am called at the trump of the archangel, 
and weighed in the balance, you will all know me then.—I add no more. 
God bless you all. Amen. 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS, IN AUSTRALASIA, 
HELD IN THE OLD ASSEMBLY ROOMS, KING STREET, 
SYDNEY, ON APRIL Ist., 1855. 

Present—Elder Augustus Farnham, President of the Mission, and 
Elder Josiah W. Fleming, first Counsellor. 

a Elders, John §S. Eldridge, John M‘Carthy, William 
xter. | 
Sydney Branch, Elders John Jones, President. Elders W. Robb 

and R. Evans, Counsellors. : 

Meeting opened by singing. 

“ Awake ye that slumber, arise from the dust.” 

Prayer by John S. Eldridge. 

Sang 149th Hymn, “ Jesus, mighty King in Zion.” 

President Jones declared the Conference opened fer the transac- 
tion of business. 

President Farnham rose and said, that he had always exhorted the 
saints to deligence and faithfulness, On the occasion that we have 
met this morning, we want to be one having the same object in view. 
. A question that I would like to ask is, are we all united ready 
to sustain the authorities who are over us, are we in fellowship one 
with another, having no hardness of hearts ; it must be clear that any 
who have hard feelings, are not in a condition to vote for sustaining 
the authorities. Now’l want all to vote either in the affirmative or 
the negative, if any should vote in the negative, I shall require their 
reason for so doing. It is thus in Zion, all are required to vote, for 
there is no neutral position in this Church ; there the saints gather 
in to the number of 10,000, all of one heart and mind, and thus draw 
- down the spirit and blessing of God on them. 

The President then called upon all the Saints who had no hardness 
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towards any of the brethren or sisters, and felt to fellowship all, to 
hold up their right hand, when all voted in the affirmative. 

Elder A. Farnham was appointed President of the Conference, 
and Elder J. Jones, Clerk. 

It was moved seconded and carried, that Elder John Jones be re- 
ceived and sustained as President of the Sydney Branch, also W. 
Robb and R. Evans, as his Counsellors. 

It was moved seconded and carried, that we receive and sustain 
Elder Augustus Farnham, as President of the Australian Mission, 
also Elders Josiah W. Fleming and Burr Frost as his Counsellors. 

It was moved seconded and carried, that we receive and sustain 
Brigham Young as President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints in Zion, and throughout the world, and as our Prophet 
Seer, and Revelator, and our Leader in Israel, also Heber C. Kimball 
and Jedediah M. Grant, as his Counsellors and ail the other autho- 
rities of the Church in Zion, and throughout the world. 

The President then stated, that since last Conference he had visited 
Victoria, found the saints well and in good spirits and their hearts 
set for Zion, so that he found it necessary to counsel the organiza- 
tion of a company to depart from Melbourne. The work is rolling 
on very pretily, many enquiring, some being baptised. 

Gave instruction to President Frost to proceed to Adelaide, to 
ee up the saints in that place, after visiting Geelong he (Elder 

rost) had proceeded to Adelaide, and had reported per letter the 
state of the work in that Conference, the work there is rolling forth 
slowly but steadily, baptisms taking place occasionally, many enquir- 
ing, a good feeling prevailing the Saints, and about thirty or forty 
ready to go to Zion. They will be lead up to Victoria by President 
A. Dow le, when they will unite with the saints proceeding from 
that piace. President Dowdle in consequence of ill-health, brought 
on by hisunwearied labours in the ministry, is returning home to the 
Valley, and will accompany these saints to America. 

As to the work in Van Diemens Land, Elder Owens is still there, 
but nothing had been heard from him since Elder Frost left, there 
was great obstacles in the way, but still there is no doubt many 
honest persons there, some scattered saints had been found; some of 
these were now in Victoria, and are going to Zion with the com- 
pany from that place. 

Letters have been received from Filder William Cooke, who is 
labouring in New Zealand, he has been labouring in Wellington and 
its vicinity. The hireling priests have conspired to oppose, and as in 
every other place where they take the lead in the opposition, there is 
nothing too mean or low for them to dabble in; yet the Lord has 
owned and blessed him, and crowned his labours with success, he has 
baptised 10 and organized a branch there, he had visited Hutt 
Valley and had been well received there, he would leave Wellington 
per steamer for Nelson on the3rd instant. He calls earnestly for help. 
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The President then calied on Elder Fleming to report the N. W. 
section, viz., the Hunter, Williams, Patterson and Allyn Rivers. 
He stated that a conference had been held.on the Allyn River, on 
Thursday the 22nd of March, there were 82 members reported in 
geod standing, there was a good feeling prevading the conference, 
not the least desenting voice, the saints are trying to do right, the 
work of the Lord is rolling forth, new fields are being opened. Elder 
Baxter has-been travelling in that section, during the past quarter 
there have been 5 baptised. Thus the servants of the Lord are being 
blessed in the Ministry, yet there are too few of those who are faithful 
in the ministry, so that it keeps the work more cramped, up not being 
able to extend abroad, for want of laborers. : 

John 8. Eldridge reported that since last conference, he had tra- 
velled in company with Elder James Graham, they had visited Pen- 
rith, Windsor, Picton, the work of the Lord is progressing, new fields 
are being opened; many investigating and numbers increasing, the 
Saints rejoicing in the Lord. There has been ten added by baptism ; 
the work is spreading forth in that part of the colony; and I can 
testify before men and angels that it is the work of the Lord, and 
that it will prosper. 

Elder John McCarthy reported that he had travelled in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Hawkesbury River. The first place I stopped was 
at Balkham Hills, obtained the use of a parlour from a lady whose 
husband was absent, advertized meeting for evening, when assembled 
and drawing near to a close, the Mr. came home and having learned 
from my remarks what I was, he cried, “plenty of that,” and ordered 
me out. I afterwards got the use of another parlour. I was told 
that there was a man in the neighbourhood who knew all about Zion, 
I found him out and asked him what he knew of Saints, he answered, 
that all he could say of them was, that they were God’s people. That 
he knew it to be the work of the Lord, for he had seen the power 
_of God manifested in gifts of tongues and healing, &. He came from 
Cheltenham, was baptised about 15 years ago, fell into transgression, — 
but said that he should join them again sometime. [ passed on to the 
lower Hawkesbury, visited the Magistrate, gave him some tracts, he 
remarked, “I believe your commission and mission to be an im- 
position,” he said, that he would not read the book, but that if the 
Queen or any of the leading men were to embrace it, then he would 
think about it. I asked him why Pharaoh did not receive the message 
sent by Moses, he answered, “that Pharoh was corrupt.” I then said 
that for the same reason the great would not receive the message in 
these days ; those who rejected the gospel were corrupt. I prevailed 
on him to read the book, and on a future day he told me that his 
feelings were altered. i preached in the neighbourhood, good meet- 
ings, baptised five, many are investigating, the work is prospering. 

Elder J. W. Fleming then addressed the meeting, congratulating 
the brethren on the prosperity of the work of the Lord, during the last 
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two years, showing forth the simplicity of the plan of salvation, and 
the humble character of the instrument used by the Lord to ad- 
minister the same, that for this cause the world is offended, and reject 
the testimony of the servants of God to their own condemnation. 
Sang a select Hymn, “I Saw a lamb that had been slain.” 
Conference adjourned until 3 p. m. Benediction by Elder J. Jones. 


Conference met pursuant to adjournment, at 3 p. m. 

Meeting opened by_singing the 134th Hymn, 

“() God our help in ages past.” 

Prayer by Elder J. McCarthy. Sung the 129th Hymn, 

“Sing to the great Jehovah’s praise.”’ 

Sacrement was then administered by Elder J. Jones, who after- 
wards addressed the meeting, he said, that he was always glad to 
meet the saints, but that upon the present occasion he felt great joy 
on account of the vote given this morning, that there was no hard- 
ness of heart among them; that they were one. He then showed 
that the character of God was unchangeable, and that he was con- 
sistent in his dealings with the children of men. 

Sang the 272nd Hymn,—“I have no home, where shall I go?” 

Meetizg adjourned till 7 p.m. 

Benediction by President Farnham. 


Conference met pursuant to adjournment at 7 p. m. 

Sang the 253rd Hymn,—* Go ye messengers of glory.” 
Prayer by Elder J. Jones. 

Sang the 63rd Hymn,—Glorious things are sung of Zion.” 
The meeting was then addressed by Elder J. W. Fleming. 
Sang the 54th Hymn,—“Praise ye the Lord it is good raise.”’ 
Adjourned until Monday evening, 7 p. m. 

Benediction by Elder J. Jones. 


In consequence of heavy rain there was no meeting on Monday 
evening, when it was further adjourned until Wednesday evening. 

Wednesday evening, April 4th, Conference met pursuant to ad- 
journment at the office, No. 103, Parramatta-street. | 

Meeting opened by singing the 29th Hymn,—* What was Witness- 
ed in the heavens ?”’ 

Prayer by Elder William Baxter. 

Sang the 227th Hymn,—“Come all ye sons of Zion.” 

The Elders were appointed to their fields of labour. The meeting 
was then addressed by the Presidency, during which important in- 
struction and counsel was given. 

Sang 234th Hymn,—“The time is far spent—there is little re 
maining.’’ 

Conference adjourned to the first Sunday in July. 

Benediction by President A. Farnham. 
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There has been a great union of feeling pervading this conference ; 
- much of the spirit of the Lord has rested upon the Elders and Saints, 
so that our hearts have been made to rejoice in the Lord, and in the 
great work he hath set his hands to perform. Several applications 
for baptisms have been made during Conference. 

A. FARNHAM, PRresipenr. 
JOHN JONES, CLERK. 


A SKETCH OF THE HISTORY OF THE WORK OF THE 
LORD IN THE AUSTRALASIAN COLONIES. 
By Elder John Jones. 

On Sunday afternoon, Nov. 2nd, 1854, after the dismissal of the Primitive 
Methodists out door meeting, on the Old Race Course Sydney, an aged but 
venerable looking man, with his hat in his hand, addressed the congregation 
in something like the following manner. Gentleman, I would wish an 
opportunity to say a few words to the people, I have been pleased with 
much that has been said on the present occasion, and being a Missionary 
sent to preach the Gospel, I would like to have the privilege of speaki 
to the people. He was asked from whence he came? He avered, 
America, when some little feeling was manifested, which soon subsided. 
Having asked for a place to preach in, the Rev. Mr. Moss, the Primitive 
Methodists’ preacher, enquired to what denomination he belonged to ; and 
was answered, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints ; this priest 
then ejaculated, Oh! A MORMON EH! He appeared a little 
agast at the fact, and having told the aged man, that he could not let him 
have a place to preach in, and that where they were now standing was his 
ground, that he occupied it every Sunday, he hastened away. 

The assembly now called for a declaration of principles, when Elder John 
Murdock briefly but very forciably, laid down the first principles of the 
Gospel. The nature of the organization of the Church of Christ, with the 
character of the blessings, enjoyed by saints in ancient times. 

He was listened to with attention, with the exception of being once or 
twice asked? Where is your Commission? What’s your authority ? 
There were some present, to whom the Lord had intimated, by vision or 
dream, that something important was at hand. One brother had a vision of 
the Kingdom of God, established in the centre of the world, continuing to 
increase until it overcame the world, and the spirit testified to him, when 
Elder Murdock was speaking that, that was the work of God. The writer 
had received a similar manifestation, and was under the like influence. 

At the close of the address, several questions were asked, such as do you 
profess to be able to perform miracles? Have you ever seen the sick heald, 
&c. The writer asked the following question? Does your Church pro- 
fess to receive revelation, suited to the present condition and character of 
man? He answered boldly we do? An appointment was then made for 
preaching on the Race Course, next Sunday afternoon. A Mr. John Davis, 
who has since made himself conspicuous in his opposition to the work accom- 
panied Elder M. to his lodgings, and obtained from him a copy of the voice 
of Warning. | 

On Sunday the 9th Elder Murdock was on the ground, at the time ap- 
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pointed, and preached an excellent discourse, upon the principles of the 
Gospel and its restoration, and the Millinnial reign of Christ, on the earth 
with his saints, Elder C. W. Wandle was with him, an appointment was 
made for the evening at the Old Assembly Room, when Elder Wandle 
preached testifying to the ministrations of angels, to the prophet Joseph 
Smith. At the close of the meeting, the proprietor said he should not let 
them have the room again. | 

After this a house was rented in Pitt-street, service being held therein 
every Sunday morning and evening, and public speaking on the Race Course 
every afternoon, meetings continued to excite an increasing interest, hun- 
dreds assembling at the out door meetings. About the end of Nov., Elder 
Murdock went to Parramatta, going per steamer, and returning on foot down 
the road, distributing the tracts that had then been published, viz., the Re- 
markable Visions, and the Proclamation. 

On December the 3rd, the first person was baptised into the Church, an 
evening Meeting was held, there were but few present. There was much 
of the influence of the spirit present, and Elder Murdock spoke with great 
force and power, making plain the principles of truth. On the following 
day he left for Melbourne. 

On Sunday morning January the 4th, 1852, the Sydney Branch was 
organized consisting of 12 members, there were 2 Priests and a Teacher and 
Deacon, ordained at this meeting. 

On January 5th Elder Murdock returned from Melbourne ; he stated 
that he found “the — principally gone to the gold diggings, and the 
whole country in perfect excitement.” He “could find no shelter for him- 
self or things, so that after spending about ten days under extreme difficulty, 
he returned here,” this occurred about the time that gold was first discovered 
in Victoria. 

About this time places were obtained for preaching at Chippendale, Rush- 
cutters Bay, and at Kissing Point, but with no success. 

About this time the Old Assembly Rooms were rented again. 

On Saturday April the 27th, commenced the first Conference of the 
Church in these Colonies. The Conference was organized with Elder Mur- 
dock, as President, and Elders Wandle and Jones, as Counsellors. There 
were two Elders ordained this Conference. It was adjourned from time to 
time until April 6th, at this time there had been 36 baptised, a spirit of 
rebellion entered several, which caused some little trouble, and the most 
of those who rebelled fell away, a mission was appointed to Melbourne. 
After peace was restored, all went on well for a time, the work prospering 
Elder Wandle preparing to go on a Mission to Melbourne, and Elder Jones 
to Maitland, but on the 14th of May, the “ Judge’s Report” appeared in the 
‘“‘Sydney Morning Herald.” ‘This created a great excitement in the public 
mind, and seemed to press heavily upon the minds of many of saints. lder 
Wandle with great difficulty, got an answer inserted in the Saturday’s issue, 
of the same paper, which connected with his reply on the public Race Course 
allayed the excitement, and gave general satisfaction. 

As the devil never did anything, but that the Lord overruled it for good, 
so in this case, Elder Wandell’s letter being observed by a merchant, at whose 
office letters from the authorities of the Church in England were laying, 
these were forwarded through the post, and came to hand on Tuesday the 
17th, with a small supply of Books. This was a great source of joy and 
rejoicing to all ; the news received, set aside the “ Judge’s Report” entirely. 
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At this time Elder Murdock, in consequence of the enfeabled state of his 
health, determined to return home, on account of this, a special Conference 
was called, at which Elder Murdock resigned his Presidency of the Mission, 
and that of the Branch also; Elder Wandle was appointed President of the 
Mission, Elders Jones and Beaty as Counsellors ; Elder Jones was appointed 
President of the Sydney Branch. 

On Sunday May 30th, Elder Murdock delivered his farewell address to 
the public on the hie Course, and to the Saints in the evening. On Wed- 
pace June 2nd, Elder Murdock went on board the ‘“‘ Harmony,” bound 
for San Francisco. In June Elders McCarthy and Jones went to Maitland, 
in consequence of an invitation from Brother and Sister Harris, who were 
from England, a room was rented, brother H. furnishing it with forms and 
supplied the Elders with provisions. 

he second Conference took place on July the 3rd, and was continued by 
adjournment to the 6th, the appointments remaining as above, until the 
middle of July, when. Elder Wandle went to Po Phillip ; he appointed 
Elder J. Beaty to the Presidency of the Sydney Branch, leaving Elder Jones 
in charge of the work, in New South Wales. Early in September Elder 
Jones was requested to return to Sydney, to set the Branch in order ; on 
his arrival in Sydney, Elder B. resigned the presidency of the Branch and 
Elder Jones was voted into the same. 


All went on well until the latter end of October, when the devil made 
another effort to overthrow the work, by the influence of apostates, who in- 
sinuated themselves amongst some of the brethren, who listened to their lies, 
and also, by taking advantage of the inexperience of the saints in Maitland, 
who were blessed with the gift of tongues ; and leading them astray, Elder 
Wandle was requested to return to this Colony, to set things in order there. 
About this time, an opening was made at the Williams River, by Elder 


M ‘Carthy. 
President Wandle returned to Sydney, on the 17th of December, he pro- 
ceeded to Maitland, everything was restored to peace and order. 


A Conference was held in Sydney, commencing on January Ist, 1853, 
continuing by adjournment to the 30th, the brethren who had rebelled in 
Sydney, were dealt with being disfellowshiped. 

In the latter end of February, Elder Wandle began to make arrangement 
to lead up a company to Zion. 

A Conference was called, when he resigned his Presidency, appointing 
Elder Jones to suceeed him. 

On April Ist, the Barque Pacific, from San Francisco arrived, bringing a 
company of ten Elders for the Australasian Mission, viz., A. Farnham, 
President, William Hyde, First Counsellor, J. W. Fleming, B. Frost, A. 
Dowdle, J. Graham, J. S. Eldridge, J. Norton, John Hyde, and P. Smith. 
On Saturday; April 2nd, the “ Sydney Morning Herald’’ introduced the 
Elders to the public notice, giving extracts from the Deseret extra, as pub- 
lished by one of the San Deigo Journals, by which a t excitement was 
created in the minds of the public, and of the saints ie In consequence 
of the smallpox the vessel was ordered into Quarantine. 

On the 1st of April, the company amounting to about 30 souls, were 
ordered on board “ Envelope,” she sailed on April the 6th, Elder 
Wandle having the ch of them. 

On Saturday April 9th, the Barque Pacific was released from Quarantine. 
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The.company of Elders got ashore about dusk, they were all well with the 
exception of Elder John Hyde ; they were | amongst the brethren. 

On Sunday the 10th, there was a good atten e of the Saints at meeting, 
and some strangers ; Elder Jones introduced President Farnham, who after- 
wards intreduced the remainder of the Company of Elders. Elder Jones 
then resi the appointment of President, and it was voted to receive and 
sustain Elder Farnham, as President of the Australian Mission. Elder 
Jones being appointed President of the Sydney Branch, Elders W. Robb, 
and R. Evans, as his Counsellors. President Farnham addressed the meet- 
ing, exhorting the saints to be cool, deliberate and prayerful, not to give 
heed to the reports going abroad, but if their was anything that they did not 
understand, or that they wanted to know, to come to him and he would 
satisfy them, for it was not the desire to keep anything hid. ‘The saints 
were called upor, to judge whether they had bruught the spirit of the 
Lord with them. He told the Saints that he should take the 
earliest opportunity of visiting them at their homes; the meeting during 
the day was also addressed by Elder W. a and several others of the 
newly arrived Elders. It was evident to all that this company had brought 
the spirit of the Lord with them, for its influence was felt u all, it 
seemed to burn within the bones of the writer, it is a day that fot Ae 
nr by him ; the testimony borne that the Lord was blessing the saints 
in. the Valleys of the Mountains, caused all faithful saints to rejoice, indeed 
so manifest was the influence of the spirit of the Lord, upon that occasion 
that the hearts of some who had been separated from us seemed to relent. 

Monday the Company of Elders, met at Elder W. Robb’s, George Street, 
when the Presidency of the mission was fully organized by appointing 
Elder Josiah W. Fleming, as second counsellor to A. Farnham, President. 
Report was received.as to the state of the work, and of-the condition of this 
and other colonies ; the Elders were inted to different fields of labor, 
Elders A. Dowdle and J. Norton, to ‘Adelaide ; B. Frost and P. Smith, to 
Victoria; J. Graham and J. S. Eldridge, to the N. W. Section of this 
Colony ; William Hyde, to the Hunter’s River District; J. W. Flemi 
to remain with the President in Sydney ; John Hyde being sick oinainel 
in Sydney. These Elders started for their — fields of labor, as 
soon as circumstances would permit. The President after their departure, 
turned his attention to visiting the Saints, Elder Fleming accompanying him, 
ascertaining the state of their feelings, giving such instruction and counsel 
' as seemed to be necessary, at such times the Deseret Extra was generally 
taken along, and read to any who desired, by this means an influence was 
brought to bear upon the saints, that tended to preserve them ; by allaying 
their prejudices and addressing their reason ; so that through the blessi 
of God, none in Sydney left the church, aan the doctrine of plurali with 
the exception of about 3, who have since applied for readmission. i 
thus moved steadily along. 

Elders Wm. Hyde a John M‘Carthy, at the Hunter’s River, were 
blessed in their rw ames a branch was organized at the Williams River, on 
June the 28th, 1853, 1 Elder, 1 Priest, and 1 Teacher were ordained. A 
Conference was held in Sydney, on the first Sunday in July, some were called 
to the priesthood, we were blessed with much instruction and counsel, by Elder 
W. Hyde. There had not been time to receive any report. of the operations 


of the Elders, in the distant fields of labor. Elder John Hyde continued to . 


grow worse. 
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The male members ot the Sydney Branch, having been organized into a 
counsel, for the transaction called 
on July 21st, when amidst other business, it was to publish a 
periodical monthly, to be called the “‘ Zion’s Watchman,” this resolution was 
come to, on account of the repeated attacks that were made upon the saints 
and their principles, and the impossibility of getting anything inserted in 


reply. 

> accordance with the above resolution, the first number of the “ Zion’s 
Watchinan” was issued on August 13th, 1858, 

On Saturday Aug. 27th, Elder John Hyde, after enduring extreme suffer- 
ing, (the disease being a cancer in the throat, ) firm 
assurance of the Faith. President Farnham the Elders in Sydney, 
were unwearied in their attention to him, and everything was obtained that 
would minister to his ease or comfort. He was respectably intered in the 
Camperdown Cemetery., 

On September 24th the second and third number of the “ Zions Watch- 
man’’ were issued. Being desirous of laying before the public the doctrine 
of Plurality in plainness, it was found necessary to issue a double number. 
On the first Sunday in October a conference was held in Sydney at which it 
was reported that Kider Frost was at the diggings, where a branch had been 
organised. Elder W. Cooke being appointed president. Elder P. Smith 
was labouring at Geelong, Elders Dowdle and Norton had made an open- 
ing at Adelaide, having organised a branch, with p ts of organising 
others. The work rolling forth in the Hunter River District, the Saints 
in Sydney increasing in faith. There was three ordinations at this Con- 
ference, and Elder M‘Carthy was appointed on a mission in the interior, 
in which he laboured for three months. eas 

The reasen of the non-appearance of the October number of the 
“ Watchman” was in cousequence of pecunary difficulties, but threugh the — 
blessing of the Lord the way was opened, so that another number was 
issued on November 12, from which time it has continued to be issued, 
being freely distributed throughout the colony, thus it is instrumental in 
preaching the Gospel and in preparing the way for the Elders. 

On the 14th November 1853, in consequence of an invitation to go and 
reconcile the Book of Mormon and Doctrine and Covenants with the Doc- 
trine of Plurality, as stated in the “Watchman,” President Farnham pro- 
ceeded to Pennant Hills, about twenty-five miles distant, and succeeded in 
his mission, for on arriving there during a thunder sterm, the conversation 
immediately began, and continued until 3 o’clock in the morning. After 
a few hours reflection the man told him that himselfand wife were ready 
for baptism. About 3 o'clock, p.m. on the 15th they were administered 
unto. There has been considerable preaching at this place by the Presi- 
dent and Elder J. W. Fleming. a 

November 28th.—A Branch was organised at Clarence Town, William’s 
River, also another at Newcastle, on December 7th, composed principally 
of Welch Saints who had come to work in the coal mines at that place. 
The account of the work from January Ist, 1854, will be found in the 
Reports of the Conferences as published in the “ Watchman” up to this 
 date—April the Ist, 1855. 

- From the foregoing it must be evident to all that the Lord has been with 
his servants, but when the remainder of the progress of the work is con- 
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sidered, as it is made known in the Minutes of the Conferences, how much 
more does the hand of the Lord appear, and what greater cause for thank- 
fulne’s the Elders and Saints have. But if a detailed history was given 
the motive to gratitade and dependance upén God would be still greater. 
We acknowledge the hand dealing of our heavenly Father in all things and 
praise him for his mercies. Amen. 

P.S.—There has been about 24,000 tracts published and distributed in 
these colonies, besides some thousands that have been distributed that were 
sent from England. There has also been received from England several 
hundred pounds worth of books, and there is not now a supply of the 
standard works in the office, all this having been accomplished in little 
more than three years, through the instrumentality of weak, (and in the 
eyes of the world) contemptable agents. Is it not truly a “ marvel and a 
wonder ?”” Is it not an evidence that the “God of Jacob” is with the 
Elders of Israel, to whom be the glory. Amen. 


Price Sixpence. 
Edited and Published by A, Farnham, No. 108, Parramatta-street, Sydney. 
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2 15 after equitably read administered 
“ 31 instead of pary read party 
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“last “ of inreadit 
1837 “ of John read Joseph 
13 1 of their read this 
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“ 25 before only read not 
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28 48 " of his read this 
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80 25 instead of wrested read wrestled 
31 8 «“ — of past read post 
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39 26 after roar out read of 
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40 2 Poetry, instead of upn read upon 
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49 4 after absurdities read of 

52 1 instead of of read to 

54 18 ad of arouse read arose 

60 10 after man read made 
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117 15 instead of but of read of but 
118 25 before humble read more 
121 18 instead of effect read affect 
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12 1 2 exhalted read exalted 
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157 32 “ of Snider read Snyder 
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220 “3 of about read above 
230 “ department read deportment 
2012 =“ of peparing read preparing 
40 of greater read great 
241 1 - of sun read son 


245 last after it read is 
2318 7 instead of if read is 
“ 20 of Halington read Arlingtoza 
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